Aanor ‘Hall R. ;207
- 306 S.:Locust
:Denton, Texas 70201
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HlSE=&llCe Mary ortdn-
;1829 HMannering Road
4Cleve1and 12 Ohlo :

. “fast seven or- so years I have been a fan of yours.
havestried to read all of your books. that I came in con-
tact’ w1th I ‘have engoved all of’ them.; Permlt ne to intro-
duce: myself.and give you. the: chlef reason for this letter.
Through..the blooranhlcal material. that I havé found telliing
4¢hbout your: life and career as both’ a librarian and a wrlter,
.1 came to wbahfto know more about one of mny favorlte autbors.

‘T ‘am a.graduate'studequ worklnﬂ on my Master of lerarJ Science.
degree at TeXas-‘Woman's Uﬁlver51ty. I hope %0 graduate this T
coming August.  In order to fulfill the degree requirements - =
- for my devree I must wrlte what is known as a professional - o
paper.. 'I.chose to do a combination- blopraphy, olbllovranny, S
and‘& dlSCUSolon of’ your books. : R R

e
A k .

To 0ut 1t 51mply I would apprec1ate any-lnlornaulon that you L Y
1~ht wish to give me on your life.. I would also appreciate = - @ oo
‘any thoughts that you have on toth your career as a librarian C
‘and & writer.,-. I reallze that you must do a great deal of .
research before you write a book espec1allj'vour historical EERTRIE
_novels. I have observed thet in your earlier writtem books = . = V¢
there were no major female characters but that in your later: " = = .
books such as Year of the Unicorn and QCrdeal in Otherwhere ther -
have been.  Have you done this to attract more “lfls to your ;w,’.if}vJ M
books?. This is. the reason that ‘I had thought of. 7 In Order s e
rot To take any more of jour valuable tlme I wlTI close t IR
le utar. . . ) . . B . ) ) - T

ulncerely yours,‘

;&%2;zzan ikkkédﬁgé%:
Sharon ullbur

N LT - . X . . : N
I S . . i




R . I did not start intending to be'a writer at all but in hlgh school
‘1 was on the. staff .of the: school paper and in addition a member of a very .
‘keen.creative writing class. ( from that class of about fifteemn,. five of us
fdld-hecome professional writérs in the end). When - I entered college I
'hdd‘planned to become a. hlstory teacher——31nce hlstory and archaeolog y were-

¥

lobunwhlch T dlduln thewllhrary, bor some ‘years:’ I was: an a331stant lm
therchlldren S department then.{ managed a bookshop, and flnally went Int

dren.s department here 1n Cleveland once agaln- In 1950 my health forcei

vt

;chll
myfretlrement from’ the llbrary and since- thern I have been free lan01ng 1o
‘wrltlnv_—slnce I am more or less conflned to my home.ﬁﬁ ST e

~.Al’.'es, ‘I do a- great dtal of” research for’ each book—-not-only Just the- =i
hlstorlcal -ones. For an s—f: title I~ read archaeoloby, natural historg; - fokk-'.
1ore,vanthropology, travel natlve rellglons ete. Sitice -incidents and .customs:
from*some minor primitive race. on this world can be transposed to an allen
people w1fh 8 few small ¢hanges.

: '“”;3 Ideas come from such’ books.'CONQUEST BY MAN by Paul Herrmann sent e "
off to write TIME TRADERS because I became SO fascinated  with the, Bronze . i.
Age - traders-—CeItle Maglc angd. lore began the Wltch World storles and so lt
ers.? ¥

I used only male characters in my; flrst books because they were :
1ntended only for teen’ age boys and the feeling was that they did not. care
for important fewale. characters. In fact  the’ publlsher was dubious ‘about

ORDEAL 1IN OTHhRWHElE———but letters from.readers proved that more and more'f
girls. are now reading s-T, and that the . boys- dld not resent the femlnlne '
1ntroduct10ns..”'- o ) . - , o L e .

ﬁ~0f course, the Witch Worldetelee afe for édulf feedere'end ho{‘fof'
the teen age, so one can introduce subject matter whlch 1s a- llttle more
frank andrea 115tlc.' . S i . R R

Sa -
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As to why I started to use - Iemlnlne characters——l ‘Was horrlfled to f
bz t514 that there were questlons russed by some readers about™ ‘the tendenoy

towards: homo~beliefs when the books were’ so tlghtly maSculine, I had never, fﬁ

)

7

thought that bhis could be suggested and it was a shock—-migking nme try to {fg
study each new book to see 1f anything could possibly be read into’ it nby ‘

any reader who counld twist ideasy This’ 19, of course, a™f rank answer to
vou and not to be used for quotation nor publication , I thlnk you WELE . .
understand why.-a_-.' ' . - - - : o ' o ﬁa;

" »
.

Year of the ‘Unicorn by the way, has had ‘an - unusually receptlon Al}
the ‘women and girl readers who have mentioned LL to me have liked it very .
much indeed=-but some of the masculine readers were apparently angered or
irked by the her01ne——the first of my hooks to ever have such a divided S
reception. - . SR .,-, . B . WLE R

I trust thls 1nformat10n will be of some a%51stance to you If you

| have any other questions, 1 shall try fo anewer them to the- best of my ',“?%
ablllty. , - . L L T %}UV\CQ&L/ F oo
_ ) Coe : T ,“_f'v:._ o f“ W wam¢

.-




N 1829 Mannenng RE:I‘
Cleveland, Oblo 44112

, there were a  few minor errors which I corrected I would prefer your
T npt mentlonlng my blrthdate,,lslnce ThlS 1s for bu31ness purposes.

The book T wrote 11rst whlch was rewrltten 1ater to become~the""

“and” un er that title" 1t.was prlnted 1n two edltlons over’ thare,'one
hardcover' one’ paperbackh,MURDER BO® SALE' was: an adult: mystery--TI dlé“the3
’plottlng and 6race. Hogarth the writing. Ralestone Luck was a mystery VH-,
- .adventuretlald in . the bayou country of. Loulslana—-lnfended for teen age
jﬁ'readers, and .as you can see,by the above, it was the flr%t book I wrote'
V'Though 1t.wvs rev1sed agaln before publlcatlon B - . =

:g, I hope thls w111 be of serv1ee to you.

g_l,; _~>’[y,f._ o -_3".;'1 - Slncerely,- Co - “'_ Cgen




§£_»:w was born in Cleveland, Ohie on February 17, 1912 to Adalbert and
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/Sfiblending-of.naxi@nalities_of_Scetch;;EngliSh,»Pennsylvamia‘Dutch; 

et

Miss Nerten, a green?eyed,'brunette; is five feet seven
inches tall. 1Interested in many acbtivities she is a member-
‘of the Presbyterian church and - : 3
., che Women's National Book Association, and

PSR Mg T e e
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@écrgetté”heyekg'and;Jane-Austenaana about” orian-period, - .. -
- Alice Mary Nerton, better knewn to her many readers as Andre -

Herton and henceforth referred te in this paper as Andre Norton,

~Daisy Bertha Stemm Nortom. Her father's family came to America
. from England. in 16345 : T : 0.1 Al

:On her-mother's side there is a . .- "

Irish, and American Indian.. Her mother's family settled in Qhio:--
Vi on bounty land that had been given them for.service during the . -
" "American revolution. -Miss Andre Norton had_one sister., - . .7~

. , While attending Collinweod High School in Cleveland Miss ..

Nerton worked en the staff of the Collinwood Spetlight, the AR
school's newspapér. - She also wrote shert adventure steries for - - ..% . .-
the scheol's literary magazine which was published each semester.

She beeaame: an active member of the Quill and Screll, honerary | AT
soclety of high scheol journalists. While in high. school she alse - .-

Served as president. for the honor society of girls. One of Miss: LZ"f”‘
‘Norton's moEt interesting classes was the one taught by Miss S¥lvia-. -~
Cockran. . In talking about that class Miss Nerton has said that she~.: - .
was "a member of a very keen creative writing class (from that clasg ~  f

_of about fifteen, five of us did become professional writers in the
.end)," Buring her high school years Miss Norton was a winner of Ry
- the English trophy. After graduation from high school im 1920 - . - A
Miss Norton attended Western Reserve University in Cleveland, = -~ -7
- Hér two major interests in college were history and archeelogy. .
She had planned to-become a history teacher, she also took. N
several writing courses. This interest in histery and archeelegy =
has been reflected in many of her books. T
After yearg of college -however the depression hit and ~ . - -
- Miss . Norton was unable to continue. Thus in 19322 she becanme S
assistant to the librarian in.the children's department ef the - . o
~ Cleveland Public Library. It was in 1934 that her first published - - ’
book appeared. It was The Prince Commands, a Graustarkian. romance,- -~
After several years at the library she Teft there to.become mana er_—
~of a bookstore. 1In 1938 her second book, Ralestone Luck, &-h£8%§§§2§ﬁﬁf
.novel, was published., During World War IT she worked as a special. £
librarian for a citizenship project in Washington, D. C. Fellow . . ./
The Drum, a novel set in colonial Maryland, appeared in 1962, - . -
She also worked for a time at the Library of Congress. After
the war she again went to work in the children's department of |
the Cleveland Public Library, o - . - ‘
During World War II Miss Norton became acquainted with the.
work being dene by the: Cleveland Press' World Friends Club.




. Through friendship’with some of its members she was given permission A
- to read letbers that had been received- from peeple in the Netherlands.
. From .these letters came the idea for three of her. novels, ' These : ’

were The Swo?d Is Drawn, Sword In Sheath, and At Swords' Points.

For her sympathelic portrayal.of.- Dutch peo ‘ 1 WAL

SR y Ca S R R WSS DUD LI Shed S S SE ¢S HATPIA CrE iR
- Library Juvenile Award contest was given te Swerd In Sheath in.1949, -
v - One year the auther was a Passenger on a Dutch freighter,whichq,,'q
. stopped at some of the smaller islands of the West Indies. Out of v
- - this trip and several years of reading and research about West - . .
".',[;Indian'cglenial life during the reign of the Stuarts and about. .
. w .pirates came the. story of Scarface which was published in 194G, - .=
_4qg$wogqfdher,bgoks;}R@gue‘Reynarduand,Huon of . the Horn,. were
theé-result of a series of legends that Miss Norton had translated .
and adapted‘f@r;stery’houssmat several. of the branches of the co T
.« Cleveland Public Library. = After proving pepular with her audiences, .
'’ the -two- groups ef Yegends were published, T L PE R
'~ . .. Because .of poor health Miss Norton retired from the library . - .
.. in.1950.  As a result of being zimited to home she has .gone into - . -: -
-0 fullitime free lance. writing. During the years 1950 te I958. she .0 i
. served-as ‘editor for the Gnome Press teenage science fiction . . B
department. Her first venture into writing science fiction was. . . .
Star Man's Son published. in 1952, In 1963 she was given the N
Headliner Award from Theta Sigma Phi. R o S e e
- Although the majority ef Miss Norton's output have been in FEITRE
the area of beok length material, she has also been a contributer e
te magazines among which have been Fantasy and Science Fiction anda
Fantastic Universe. Her shert story, "Mousetrap", which appeared L
. 1n Fantasy and Science Fiction was reprinted in Best Science Fiction v
- ef 1955. - R R T 3 T _ L
. More than fifteem of her beeoks have appeared in foreign editions, - .
- Translated into German, Italian,‘and'Spanishvhave,beea several of . .
the Star books and one of the Solar Queen group. ' Other editions. - |
of her werk have appeared in Danish and Dutch translations andg A
- British editiens. Braille editions have alse been published. -. . ..
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1400 N Elim apt, 2

Texas 76201

... .Denton,

MissﬁAhdre Norton
o 1829 Mannering Road B
'Qf:ﬁg'Cleveland5 Oli'er 44172

';-Dear_Miss Nprfdn; "3jf,f;f

2 ﬁ’my'éxaminatiOns‘and.am,reenrolledéinlschoolmfor’ﬁhe summer, I can .-
¢, resume workAon{my.profeSsionalvpaper;? Thank Jou for alli of your
Aﬂ? "% help so far, .. . o T e P SR - L

Throughout'the-majority of your books I haves found what seems, to ..
“be: a trend. $his is the close: cooperation between your heras and&
heroines, and intedTHigent or semi-intelligent anima®ls,.. Within your.:.
-Sclence fiction. this bas taken the form of certain animals befng-f“fv.u,
“&eiiberatelyrbre&;'mutated, and. developed to increase: their intelX-~ " ...
. Tigencen - Berhaps JOou could further explain this. Also I haves Y
.gained theufeeling‘that you must love animals. Do you have any petgpr -

I?have‘beenﬁtrying to work out a chronological‘framework-within e
which Yo place your science: fiction, The earliest date: is L9770y 7 o
for Sea Siege. . The Timer Traders and the three books within'thaﬁ:}=ﬂjﬁfj
series seem to take place between 1975 and 1980. T then have: ar. =~ - .0
Jump to 2250 A.D. for Star Man's Son. If The: Stars Are OQurs g oo

se&t in 2500 A.D., this would place Star BoTn.in about 3000 A.D.
These: two datés seem to far in the Tubures From 3000 A.D. the-
. next dater appears to ber 3956 4.7, for the action ihﬂStar'Guar&., R
. The- final date given in any of your books is 8054 &.D.. FTop thes .. =~ w0 -
action in Star Rangers. Are thesmajority,of your’books sed: Yetween

- 3956 and! 8054 or is my chronology 6ff7 When' you were writing ycur_;'”:;
5.4, did you work within a mentadly established time Span or is: - ;

- fthere no time-relationship between your books at all?® - P v

o ' ’ N . P c ' . . - ' o . ' e . : . ) . ;v' ','f c . '!!"
- I" do not know exactly how to ask my next gqguestion. Many‘of.your J]*~*y<

books (s.f.) seem to be based on the ‘assumption. of the collapses . . /)
of modern civilization on earth because of the complete or partial:
destruction of civilization.due to atomic warfare. This can bes .
-seen in Star Man's Son and The Stars: Are Ours. " In The Beast Master '
Earth has-been.completeﬂy destroyed. It you do not mind me asking
you this, could you explain your philosophy on this seeming ' B
destruction of earth in many of your books? L

One thing that has stirred mybcuriosityland-led me on to your B
next book is ”Those'Others";‘the'"Forerunners"“dr Tthe unknown -+ i 0 0
. Space travelers™, Traces and remains.of_this_exﬁinct civild—~ - Co

zation appear on such planets‘as.Korwar}“Arzor,'Terra5tan®




e

Is thls all the same race uhlch Had" 'htérétéﬂlér traven i'f
ﬂrelated to your bellef that hlstofy ;epeat§zip§§;£?, - :

&L 0T yonra 87,

'Tbe"mladTe part of-my ﬁaoe“ 1s to beirbased upon what T hope w*ll

. 'ba an intelligent and thorough analy51s of Just youxr 801encek”
flctlon novels. :

e S e

. Simcerelly yours

Sharon Wllbur T
o : s '¢..~' o et .
s L ' : . f
. .. ) T v - . ) y R




Andre Norton - g
1829 Mannering Road "
- Cleveland, Ohio 44112

June 13,1966 .

Dear MISS Wllbur.

I ‘am very much 1nterested in empathy between man and anlmal~—of
course, this is becoming a matter of research and study now--I have
just ordered a mew English publication concerning actual cases wherein
this had been proven to exist--and the Lilly researdh on dopphines '

~ has taught us that we are just beginning to realize that there are
vast, undiscovered areas of knowledge in this field. I suppose this
- 1nterest5was triggered for me by the workd of. Eriec .Frank Russell, who
-“j; writes #&% very well of. future combinations of man- and animal ifn - '
, . space. exploratlon. T do have a cat--and I.am very 1nterested in
< \conservatlon, w1ldllfe refuges and “the’ 11ke.5~

-

- h,7 Jf There is only a. chronologlcal framework for the books with
L "Star" in the tltle——they are supposed to present a future history-
‘,'at various periods from the rise of space travel to its fall,. But

the rest of the books are not mgant to fit into any definite order—— SR
merely being porbable adventures in different pnobable futures. . -

‘World chaosis an idea which fascinates me ——the downfall of
~ the present creakh and lopsided civilzation in which.material gains
have outstripped certain other needful values. But I want always to
suggest that in each downfall there is the seed of a new rise—-~I =
do not accept. the gloom of the English writers who see only an end~—
perlod. , o -
‘ I do -believe that we are certainly not the only eivilization-:

which has reached for space and if we do ever voyage galactically we’
shall either come against-alien steller civilizations or .the remnants
0f them. History does nepeat itself--not to every detail , but in the
rise and fall of civilizations,as we know of the happenlng on this :
world——it could well be so in space. And I can. not imagine any. thrill -
greater than to explore alien ruins on another planet with all the .
guessing and speculatlon such a feat would mean for those lucky

enough to do so. X

I hope that this answerss your queéstions-==

Sincerely,




370 Westview Terrace
Arlington, TX 76013
trekkerandtribbles@yahoo.com

23 January 2015

Dear Sue,

" Many years ago | believe that | promised ydu a copy of my Master’s paper for my
M.L.S. degree that | did on Andre. | finally found a copy of it. When you read it,
keep in mind that | did it in 1966 which also was many years ago. Remember the
days before computers? Welli I do. | péid a professional typist to type it for me.
Add it to the information that you have on Andre.

Another tidbit on me. My full legal name is Sharon Faye Wilbur. Until 1981 | was
using Sharon. | switched to using my middie name as it was easier for people to
understand.

Yes, you may post my Master’s paper on Andre Norton on the estate website. As
long as | am given credit, | will be satisfied.

| am sorry it took so long for me to mail it back to your correct address.

Sincerely,

DLWl

Faye Wilbur

L .



